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MESSAGE FROM THE INCOMING The Executive Director is delegated to respond to all
SECRETARY GENERAL communications of routine nature, or related to settled
issues, and shall take care of record keeping and follow-Dear Colleagues,
up of the Fellowship and Renal Sister Center programs.I consider it a great honor to have been elected to
serve the Society as the Secretary General for the coming
3. The Headquarters Officesix years. I am fully aware of the challenge that the
The SG headquarters is located in the Cairo Kidneyposition imposes, particularly when my immediate pre-
Center, Egypt. Miss Vivi Michel, the office assistant, shalldecessor is someone of the stature of Jan Weening, with
be available from 3:00 to 5:00 p.m. GGT on Saturdaysall his vision and accomplishments.
through Thursdays. She can be reached by mail (ISNIn order to maintain stability of the ISN Secretariat,
Office, the Cairo Kidney Center, P.O. Box 91 Bab-El-the General Assembly ratified the notion of keeping
Louk, Cairo 11513, Egypt), Fax/Phone [120(2) 5790267],a permanent office in Amsterdam irrespective of the
or e-mail (isn@rusys.eg.net). An answering service islocation of the Secretary General, since a new person is
available outside of office hours.elected to the position every six years. We have worked
The SG Office headquarters shall deal directly without a system that will hopefully integrate the functions
suggestions, comments, and requests unrelated to rou-of the Secretariat with the least possible inconvenience
tine issues, applications for Fellowship, travel grants,to the membership.
Brief Visits and Senior Scholar Exchange, and with re-The Office of the Secretary General (SG) is now com-
quests for announcements in the different publicationposed of three units that are closely linked by a powerful
media of the society.electronic communication system including various In-
Mis-addressed messages shall be automatically ex-ternet links, video-conferencing and tele-file sharing. A
changed between the two offices, so please do not worrysophisticated electronic filing and backup system has
if you happen to communicate with the wrong office.been developed, implemented and tested.
The whole team will do its best to serve every member
1. The Virtual Office of the ISN to his/her best expectations. Please do not
hesitate to get in touch with my office if you have anyThe ISN home page on the Internet (http://www.isn-
remarks.online.org) provides detailed and up-to-date information
and answers to frequently asked questions (FAQ), which Rashad Barsoum, M.D., FRCP, FRCPE
should minimize the need for direct contact with the Secretary General, ISN
Secretariat. Through a click of a button, the visitor can
still communicate with the Secretariat via e-mail (isn@
Membershipamc.uva.NL), and hopefully by chatting or even video-
conferencing in the near future. Irrespective of the na- Any member of a national society of nephrology is
ture of the incoming message, the internal communica- eligible for proposal to membership in the International
tion system between the two physical offices should allow Society of Nephrology and receipt of the Society’s official
a prompt response by the method selected by the visitor. Journal, Kidney International. A subscription to Kidney
International (including all Supplements) for calendar
2. The Executive Office year 1999 is included in the annual 1999 dues of US
$120.00. Potential members can secure application formsThe permanent Secretariat is located in the Academic
for membership by writing directly to Dr. William E.Medical Center of Amsterdam. Its Executive Director,
Mitch, Treasurer, International Society of Nephrology,Miss Ilja Huang, or her assistant, Mr. Rene Bekhuis, shall
Emory University, Renal Division, WMB Room 338,be available from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. GGT, Mondays
1639 Pierce Drive, Atlanta, GA 30322, USA. (Checksthrough Fridays. They can be reached by mail (Academic
must be made payable to the International Society ofMedical Center Meibergdreef 9, 1105 AZ Amsterdam,
Nephrology. Checks from outside the USA must be paidThe Netherlands), Fax [131 (20) 696 0389, Telephone
[131 (20) 566 4100 (4939)] or e-mail (isn@amc.uva.NL). through any United States bank.)
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ISN World Wide Web Page national having such material are requested to forward
it to Dr. Fine at the following address: Leon G. Fine,The ISN Home Page on the World Wide Web (http://
F.R.C.P., F.A.C.P., F.R.C.P. (Glasg), Professor of Medi-www.isn-online.org) describes ISN programs, lists offi-
cine and Head of the Department, Chairman, Divisioncers, councilors and members of the Commission for
of Medicine, University College London Medical School,Developing Countries, and supplies general information
The Rayne Institute, 5 University Street, London WC1Bregarding ISN membership and subscription to Kidney
6JJ, United Kingdom.International.
Guidelines for sponsorship of symposia, postgraduate
National Societiescourses, or workshops by the International
Society of Nephrology The Secretary General of the International Society of
Nephrology is endeavoring to bring the Society’s list ofThe International Society of Nephrology (ISN) en-
national societies up-to-date. Many such national socie-courages the organizers of scientific symposia, postgrad-
ties are not affiliated with the ISN or their affiliation hasuate courses, or workshops to apply to the Society for
lapsed. To retain their affiliated status and to vote atsponsorship. ISN sponsorship will provide: (1) use of the
the General Assembly, a list of individual members isSociety’s name as a sponsor or co-sponsor; (2) announce-
ment of the meeting in Kidney International, contingent required to be sent annually. Secretaries of national soci-
upon the receipt of written information in the Editorial eties therefore are asked to provide the Secretary Gen-
office at least 6 months in advance of the meeting; (3) eral with the address to which correspondence should
the possibility of partial financial support. Applications be sent, together with a list of their officers and individual
must include the following information: (1) the topic, members, and a formal application for affiliation where
purpose, location and date(s) of the meeting; (2) the this has lapsed. Please send these to Rashad Barsoum,
names and titles of the members of the scientific organiz- M.D., ISN Office, The Cairo Kidney Center, P.O. Box
ing committee; (3) a list of all co-sponsoring institutions, 91 Bab-El-Louk, Cairo 11S13, Egypt. E-mail: isn@rusys.
if any, and sources of financial support; (4) the total eg.net
revenue and expense budget for the proposed meeting,
by major category; (5) the names and institutions of
MEETINGSorigin of all invited speakers, and their topics; (6) a state-
ment as to whether manuscripts will be solicited from Forefronts in Nephrology:
invited speakers, or free communications sought from News in Aldosterone Action
others; (7) an expression of willingness to include the
News in Aldosterone Action, a Forefronts in Nephrol-
following acknowledgment on all publications: “. . . was
ogy meeting sponsored by the International Society of
held under the auspices of the International Society of
Nephrology, will be held August 15–18, 1999 in the Chaˆ-Nephrology.”
teau de Montvillargenne, Paris-Chantilly, France. TopicsThese guidelines do not apply to satellite symposia
will include: mineralocorticoid receptors, transcriptionalto be held in close proximity to a biennial Congress.
regulation, mineralocorticoid selectivity, transgenic mod-Furthermore, the ISN will not sponsor or co-sponsor any
els, physiological effects in target epithelia, non-epithelialregularly scheduled or routine international, national, or
targets, non-genomic actions, genetics, pathophysiologyregional meeting, nor will it co-sponsor postgraduate
and pharmacology. The organizers and scientific commit-courses with other international societies or groups.
tee are: Nicolette Farman (INSERM, Paris, France),Applications for sponsorship must be submitted di-
Franc¸ois Verrey (University of Zu¨rich, Zu¨rich, Switzer-rectly to Thomas E. Andreoli, M.D., Department of In-
land), Haim Garty (Weizman Institute, Israel), Johnternal Medicine, Slot 640, Little Rock, Arkansas 72205,
Funder (Baker Medical Research Institute, Australia),USA. Email: AndreoliThomasE@exchange.UAMS.edu
and Bernard Rossier (University of Lausanne, Switzer-
ISN Archives land). An international group of experts will present their
research, and additional oral and poster presentationsDr. Leon Fine is maintaining the Archives of the Inter-
will be chosen from submitted abstracts on the basis ofnational Society of Nephrology, which consist of photo-
scientific merit and innovation. The maximum numbergraphs, announcements, activities, and names of Council
of participants is 150; travel grants are available to youngMembers and Officers of the Society. Relevant informa-
investigators. For further information, contact Dr. Nico-tion, documents, or photographs that are pertinent to
lette Farman, Aldo99 Meeting office. Telephone: 33 1the development and evolution of the ISN are assembled
4485 6320; FAX: 33 1 4429 1644; E-mail: aldo99@bichat.in the Archives.
Members of the ISN or other readers of Kidney Inter- inserm.fr; Website: http://www.unizh.ch/physiol/aldo99
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The Southeastern Dialysis and Transplantation Associ- tives on: glomerular diseases and vasculitis; osteopathies;
diabetic nephropathy and hypertension; urinary inconti-ation Conference (SEDTA XXXIV) will be held on Au-
gust 19–22, 1999 at the Hyatt Regency Hotel in New nence; renal handling of electrolytes; hemodialysis, con-
tinuous ambulatory peritoneal dialysis; acute renal failure;Orleans, Louisiana, USA. Topics will include: History
of hemodialysis and peritoneal dialysis; Dialysis: per- and benign prostate hyperplasia. Free communications
on geriatric nephrology and urology will also be admit-spectives from an insider; Pre-dialysis era: Chronic renal
failure—inevitable death—the Mozart case study; Pre- ted. For further information, contact: Prof. Jose´ M. Lo´-
pez-Novoa, Fifth International Conference on GeriatricESRD, a state of disrepair; Current pre-ESRD practice
patterns; Role of the nephrologist in Pre-ESRD care: in Nephrology and Urology, Department of Physiology and
Pharmacology, University of Salamanca, Campus Una-a word, proactive?; Healthy start sessions in education,
nutrition and economics; Management of the cardiovas- muno, 37007 Salamanca, Spain. Telephone: 34 923 294472;
FAX: 34 923 294669. E-mail: jmlnovoa@gugu.usal.escular system; Management of metabolic bone disease;
Slowing progression of renal fialure in the diabetic and The 17th Annual Meeting of the International Society
of Blood Purification will be held October 7–9, 1999 innon-diabetic patient; Nutritional management; Acid-
base management; The timely initiation of dialysis and Prague, Czech Republic. Planned topics to be covered
include: continuous renal therapies for acute renal failure,role of home dialysis/the role of incremental initiation
of dialysis; When to consider transplantation; The failing management of hypertension in end-stage renal disease;
and current status and perspectives on plasma exchange.transplant: preparing the patient to return to dialysis;
Access placement, timing and monitoring; Future trends: There will also be free communications and poster pre-
sentations. For further information, contact: Vladimı´rNephrology specialization, xenotransplantation. For fur-
ther information, contact: Alton Ochsner Medical Foun- Tesarˇ, M.D., Ph.D., Division of Nephrology, 1st Depart-
ment of Medicine, Charles University, U nemocnice 2, 128dation, Continuing Medical Education Department, 1516
Jefferson Highway, New Orleans, Louisiana 70121. Tele- 08 Prague 2, Czech Republic. Telephone: (4202) 24962690;
FAX: (4202) 297932; E-mail: tesarv@beba.cesnet.cz; Inter-phone: (800) 778-9353 or (504) 842-3702; FAX: (504)
842-4805; E-mail: borgeron@ochsner.org. You may regis- net: http://www.ISBP.org
A Seminar on Cigarette-Smoking and Kidney Involve-ter online at: www.ochsner.org./gmeweb/cme
The 1999 Congress of the European Renal Association- ment will be held October 9, 1999 in Milan, Italy. Scien-
tific topics to be addressed include: the cultural historyEuropean Dialysis and Transplant Association (ERA-
EDTA) will be held September 5–8, 1999 in Madrid, of smoking; smoking and public health; effects of smoking
on systemic hemodynamics; effects of smoking on kidneySpain. The program will include updates on issues in
basic science, clinical nephrology, dialysis, transplanta- function; effects of smoking on platelets, thromboxane
metabolism and the endothelium; smoking-dependenttion, gene manipulation, noninflammatory renal injury
and repair, novel approaches to immunosuppression, daily risk of artery disease associated with polymorphisms of
the endothelial NO-synthase gene; effects of smokinghemodialysis and suboptimal donors. The ERA-EDTA is
awarding 60 grants to young nephrologists to participate. on immune response and relationship with renal disease;
cardiovascular risk factors, smoking and kidney function;The Congress has been approved by the American Medi-
cal Association for a maximum of 26 hours of category 1 smoking and the risk of albuminuria in patients with
primary hypertension; adverse effect of smoking on dia-credit towards the AMA Physician’s Recognition Award.
For further information, contact: ERA-EDTA Congress betic nephropathy; cigarette smoking and anti-GFM glo-
merulonephritis; cigarette smoking as a risk factor forOffice, P.O. Box 474 Parma Sud, I-43100 Parma, Italy.
Telephone: 139-(0)521-98 90 78; FAX: 139-(0)521- ESRD in men with primary renal disease; cigarette
smoking as a risk factor for pauci-immune extracapillary291777; E-mail: eraedta@ipruniv.ccc.unipr.it
A conference entitled, Hepatitis C Virus Infection and glomerulonephritis; cigarette smoking and ESRD; and
cigarette smoking and kidney cancer. There will be a freeNephrology, will be held September 8–10, 1999 in To-
ledo, Spain. Topics to be addressed include: identifica- communication session and a poster session. Abstract
deadline: September 3, 1999. For further information, con-tion of HCV; liver disease; induced renal disease, HCV
and dialysis; and HCV and renal transplantation. For tact: Scientific Secretariat, Nephrology and Dialysis Unit,
Vimercate Hospital, Via C. Battisti 23, I-20059 Vimer-further information, contact: Violeta A´lvarez, Organiz-
ing Secretariat, Planner Media, S.L., Paseo de la cate (MI) Italy. Telephone: IC-0396654327; FAX: IC-
039669079; E-mail: adsess@tin.it or contefc@tin.itcastellana, 201–28046 Madrid, Spain. Telephone: 34 1
323.04.05; FAX: 34 1 323.13.90; E-mail: congresos@ Kidney, Proteins and Growth Factors, the 9th Interna-
tional Symposium of Nephrology at Montecatini will beplannermedia.com
The Fifth International Conference on Geriatric Nephrol- held on October 25–27, 1999 in Montecatini Terme, Italy.
Topics of discussion will include: hormonal and non-ogy and Urology will be held on October 4–6, 1999 in
Salamanca, Spain. Topics will include geriatric perspec- hormonal protein research; proteinuria (pathophysiol-
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ogy and management); mechanisms of progression of toneal Dialysis, Dept. of Nephrology, St. Bortolo Hospi-
tal, 36100 Vicenza, Italy. E-mail: mferiani@goldnet.itchronic renal disease; growth factors in the progression
The XXXIVth International Congress of Physiologicaland in the therapy of kidney disease; tubular hypermetab-
Sciences, entitled “From Molecule to Malady” (a Con-olism; new methods for analysis of proteins; and ad-
gress of the International Union of Physiological Sci-vances in the assessment of kidney function. Chairmen of
ences) will be held August 26–September 1, 2001 inthe symposium will be: Tilman B. Dru¨eke, Paris; Yashpal
Christchurch, New Zealand. The congress will emphasizeKanwar, Chicago, Illinois; Francesco Locatelli, Leoco,
pathophysiology, particularly modern molecular ap-Italy; Ralph Rabkin, Palo Alto California; and Claudio
proaches to integrative biology. For further informationBianchi, Pisa, Italy. The deadline for abstracts is July 1,
contact The Conference Company, P.O. Box 90-040,1999. For further information, contact: Professor Claudio
Auckland, New Zealand; Internet: http://www.iups2001.Bianchi, University of Pisa, U.O. Nefrologia Universita-
org.nzria, Ospedale S. Chiara, 56100 PISA, Italy; Telephone:
139 050 992573; FAX: 1 39 050 55314 or 39 050 993110.
The Fourth Congress of the Balkan Cities Association CONTINUING MEDICAL EDUCATION
of Nephrology, Dialysis, Transplantation and Artificial Graduate Medical Education
Organs (BANTAO) will be held in conjunction with
MSSc in Renal Medicine. Applications are invited forthe 16th Congress of the Turkish National Nephrology,
a one-year full-time course in Nephrology leading to theDialysis, Transplantation and Hypertension Society, No-
MSc in Renal Medicine of the University of London.vember 14–18, 1999, in Izmir, Turkey. For further infor-
The course provides training for both established andmation, contact: Ali Bas˛c˛i, M.D., Ege University Medical
trainee nephrologists, or for general physicians who wishSchool, Nephrology Department, Bornova, 35100, Izmir,
to make nephrology a special interest. The course coversTu¨rkiye. FAX: 90.232.388 92 31 or 90.232.373 51 21;
both theoretical and practical aspects of nephrology.E-mail: dumans@med.ege.edu.tr
Topics include: pathophysiology; investigation and man-The 33rd Annual Conference of the Urological Society
agement of acute and chronic renal disease, basic andof India will be held January 20–23, 2000 in Hyderabad,
applied immunology; renal disease in systemic disorders;India. For information, contact: Dr. B.V. Rama Raju,
management and complications of hemodialysis, hemo-Organizing Secretary, Department of Urology, Kami-
filtration and peritoneal dialysis; practical and theoreticalneni Hospitals, L.B. Nagar, Hyderabad – 500 068, In-
aspects of transplantation; renal histopathology; radiol-
dia. Telephone 191-40-4024694; FAX: 191-40-4022277; ogy interpretation; use of statistics, etc. Physicians will
E-mail: usicon2000@hotmail.com; Website: www.usicon attend all national renal meetings held in London, and
2000.com complete a 3-month project that can be either labora-
Urolithiasis; the IXth International Symposium on Uro- tory-based or clincal. For further information and ap-
lithiasis Research will be held February 13–17, 2000 in Cape plication forms, contact: Imperial College of Science,
Town, South Africa. The program will include sessions on Technology and Medicine; Registry, The Hammersmith
lithotripsy, endourology, metabolic evaluation, medical Campus; Commonwealth Building; Hammersmith Hos-
therapies, epidemiology, economics of stone disease, role pital; Du Cane Road, London W12 ONN; United King-
of diet and other nutritional factors, biochemical risk dom. Telephone: 144 181 383 3118; FAX: 144 181 743
factors, physical chemistry, crystallization modulators, 6764.
crystal-cell interaction, transport physiology, and urolithi- The Sixth Budapest Nephrology School will be held
asis in animals. Pre- and post-conference tours including a September 23–28, 1999 at the Semmelweis University of
game reserve safari are planned. For further information, Medical Sciences, under the auspices of the International
contact: Professor Allen Rodgers, Symposium Chairman, Society of Nephrology. Internationally known speakers
Chemistry Department, University of Cape Town, Cape will address current topics in nephrology, dialysis and
Town, South Africa 7701. Telephone: 27 21 6502572; FAX: transplantation, emphasizing pathophysiological mecha-
27 21 6867647; E-mail: allenr@psipsy.uct.ac.za nisms and treatment modalities. Associated workshops
The Twelfth Meeting of the European Renal Cell Study are planned. For further information, contact: Laszlo
Group (ERCSG) will be held March 16–19, 2000 aboard Rosivall, M.D., Ph.D., Department of Pathophysiology,
the MS Queen of Holland. There will be a maximum of International Research and Training Center, Semmel-
100 attendees. For further information, contact: Prof. Dr. weis Medical University, Nagyvarad ter 4, Budapest,
J.J. Weening. FAX: 31 20 696 0389; E-mail: j.j.weening Hungary. Telephone/FAX: 36-1-2100-100; E-mail: roslasz
@amc.uva.nl @net.sote.hu
The Seventh International Course on Peritoneal Dial-
Board Certification Examinationsysis will be held May 23–26, 2000, in Vicenza, Italy. For
further information, contact: Dr. M. Feriani, General The 1999 Recertification Exams in Internal Medicine,
its Subspecialties, and Added Qualifications, sponsoredSecretariat of the Seventh International Course on Peri-
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by the American Board of Internal Medicine, will be Culpeper Foundation Medical Scholars. Deadline for
applications is August 16, 1999. Awards will be an-held November 3, 1999. The Board’s new comprehensive
Recertification Program consists of an at-home open- nounced in January 2000, for activation on or about
July 1, 2000. Application forms and instructions may bebook Self-Evaluation Process (SEP) and a proctored
Final Examination administered annually in November. obtained on the Web at www.culpeper.org or be con-
tacting the Charles E. Culpeper Foundation at FinancialIn order to be eligible to apply for the November Final
Examination, Diplomates must return all their required Centre, 695 East Main Street, Stamford, CT 06901-2155.
Telephone: (203) 975-1240; Fax: (203) 975-1847.at-home materials to the Board by August 1, 1999 and
must submit their Recertification Final Examination ap-
Scholarships in the History of Nephrologyplication by September 1, 1999. The registration period is
The International Society of Nephrology Commissionongoing and continuous. For further information contact
on the History of Nephrology is soliciting applicationsthe Registration Section, American Board of Internal
for four scholarships ($500 US) to support short studiesMedicine, 510 Walnut Street, Suite 1700, Philadelphia,
on the history of Nephrology by students, junior physi-PA 19106-3699 USA. Telephone: (800) 441-2246 or (215)
cians or junior scientists. Applications, including a Cur-446-3500; FAX: (215) 446-3590; E-mail: request@abim.
riculum Vitae, a one-page description of the project, andorg; web site: http://www.abim.org
the name of a supervisor, should be sent to: Professor
L.G. Fine, Chairman, ISN Commission on the History
AWARDS AND GRANTS of Nephrology, Department of Medicine, University Col-
Charles E. Culpeper Foundation Scholarships in lege London Medical School, 5 University Street, Lon-
Medical Science don, WC1E 6JJ, UK. Telephone: 0171 209 6186; Fax:
0171 209 6211; E-mail: l.fine@ucl.ac.ukThe Charles E. Culpeper Foundation is currently ac-
cepting applications for its Year 2000 Scholarships in
Medical Science Program, designed to support the career FOR SUBMISSION OF MANUSCRIPTS AND
development of academic physicians. Up to four awards ANNOUNCEMENTS
of $100,000 per year for three years will be made to
New manuscripts and related editorial correspondence
United States medical schools or equivalent United
for Kidney International should be sent to:
States educational institutions on behalf of candidates Saulo Klahr, M.D.
who are U.S. citizens or aliens who have been granted Editor, Kidney International
permanent U.S. residence (proof required); who have Barnes-Jewish Hospital, North Campus
received their M.D. degree from a U.S. medical school Department of Medicine
or the equivalent of an M.D. degree from an educational 216 South Kingshighway
institution equivalent to a United States Medical School St Louis, Missouri 63110 USA
in 1991 or later (except under extraordinary circum-
Telephone numbers for the Editorial Office are:stances, as approved by the Foundation); and who are
(314) 454-8919judged worthy of support by virtue of the quality of their
(314) 454-8916research proposals. All scientific research relevant to
(314) 454-7107human health is eligible for consideration. No institution
may nominate more than one candidate. In selecting
The FAX number is (314) 454-8907.awardees, emphasis will be on identifying young physi-
cians with clear potential for making substantial contri-
butions to science as academic physicians. Since January E-mail correspondence may be sent to:
pmorriss@imgate.wustl.edu1988, 37 physicians have been selected as Charles E.
